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Teams from the building contractor 

EG Carter and Gloucestershire CC 

joined staff, students and governors 

for a small opening ceremony in  

early March. 

Various speeches were made to mark the com-

pletion of the expansion works at school. Trib-

utes were paid to all parties involved in the 

project, which was delivered safely, on time 

and within budget during a pandemic. Every-

one was proud to have worked together so 

well in such challenging circumstances. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

You can hire facilities at Winchcombe School. In addition to the new 

sports centre, the newly refurbished auditorium (due to have sound-

dampening installed over Easter), pitches, netball/tennis courts and 

classrooms are all available to hire out of school hours.  

All additional income from room hire helps support your children in 

school! 

https://winchcombeschool.co.uk/our-community/#Lettings 

Email: lettings@winchcombeschool.co.uk 

Mr Templeton is delighted that the 

school now has dedicated spaces for 

sport, drama, canteen and more, and 

that with the spacious new sports 

centre, the school has already been 

able to host larger scale events, such 

as the Meteorite Show which wel-

comed several Cheltenham schools 

and a more comprehensive Post-16 

providers’ event for Year 11 students 

and their parents earlier this academ-

ic year.  

The sports centre itself is a valuable 

local community resource, which is 

being booked regularly by sports 

groups and for football birthday par-

ties during the evenings and week-

ends. 



 Careers News 

Year 10 have now had the second 

of their mock interviews with 

external interviewers. This time 

they discussed their personal 

statement with the visitors.  

Although it may be a nerve-

wracking experience for students 

before they have their interview, 

most find it very useful and a 

huge confidence-boost.  

Harry Deveney and Peter Golding both 10LA give their reviews of the process: 

“I have really enjoyed this interview, as it has made me much more confident in myself 

and has been really useful to have a first hand experience of interviews. It has taught me 

that I am stronger and more confident than I thought and will help me through life and 

school. I am leaving [the interviews] today feeling happy with my performance, and I am 

looking forward to the next interviews.” (Harry) 

“During the practice interview I discovered that you must be punctual and on time—this 

will help me with future activities. It has boosted my confidence and improved my mental 

picture of interviews and provided help for the future.” (Peter) 

Our interviewers also enjoy speaking to the students—one said he would have hired 

today in a real interview situation! 

We were pleased to welcome Jerome Edwards (2017 leaver) to speak to a group of 

students who are interested in following medical careers. Jerome is currently a 2nd 

year Dentistry student at Sheffield University. He explained the importance of investi-

gating University entrance requirements early. For GCSE’s he recommended doing as 

many past papers as possible, learning terminology from the mark schemes. Jerome 

explained that a good personal statement is needed for University medical course applications, 

which might need to be reviewed and revised multiple times before it is good enough to submit. 

Jerome’s own application wasn’t successful the first time but he reapplied the following year and 

was accepted, and is now really enjoying the course. 

Our Local Enterprise Provider, Roxanne Gladyng, from GFirst LEP, wanted to see how we run our 

Y10 interviews. She was pleased to see that our set up in the former Studio and neighbouring class-

room echoed what students might expect to experience in industry. She emailed after the event: 

“It was fantastic to visit Winchcombe School this morning and to see the Practice Interviews in full 

flow! There was a wonderful buzz and excitement amongst the students and the interviewers!” 

Abigail Thouless 10SU visited a workshop in Cheltenham during Healthcare Science Week, she 

writes: 

“On Saturday 12th March I attended a health Care Science workshop at the Cheltenham Sandford 

Education Centre. It was to raise and promote many of the careers in health care science including 

ones in the NHS. The NHS teamed up with Medical Mavericks to organise the event. 

There were many different specialities in the centre like: Pathology, Neurophysiology, Audiology, 

Reconstructive Science, Radiotherapy, Cardiac Physiology, Lung function and sleep, Medical Physics. 

All these different specialities included all three sciences: chemistry, biology and physics. The work-

shop was also interactive with many things to try including ultra sound machines, heart monitors 

and microscopes. I would recommend this to anyone who is thinking  about a career in science or in 

healthcare. The people there were also really helpful and they explained 

what they do and how to achieve it and what careers it can lead to. I en-

joyed it and hope others would come if another opportunity came up.” 

On Friday 6th May, we’re holding a Y8 Careers Speed Network event in school from 2-

3.10pm. Would you be able to join us to tell small groups of students about your work? 

Please contact Mrs Sarah Edwards sedwards@winchcombeschool.co.uk if you can help. 

Miss Willmott is launching a WS Careers Fayre this year which we hope will become an 

annual event, with a targeted theme and links to subject areas. This year we are holding 

the event on the 15th July focusing on digital careers, e.g. use of drones in agriculture, 

robotics in medicine. If you have any contacts who could help, please email: 

cwillmott@winchcombeschool.co.uk. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Religion, Ethics and Philosophy 

Miss Willmott says: 

“The Bishop of Gloucester visited year 10 RS GCSE as part of the National Day of 

Reflection. She talked about the impact of Covid and students quizzed her on a 

range of theological topics.  

Archie Barber 10PR described the Bishop as 'inspirational’. 

Bishop Rachel was extremely impressed with the students, especially the deep 

philosophical questions they asked, and their mature dialogue with her. It was 

the boys in the group who flocked to have their photo taken with the Bishop!” 

Bishop Rachel (The Rt Revd Rachel Treweek) is the 41st Bishop of Gloucester; 

she was consecrated in 2015 and made history by becoming the first female 

diocesan bishop and the first female bishop in the House of Lords. 

 

Librarian Mrs Marsh is celebrating millions of words being read as part of the Accelerat-

ed Reader Scheme in Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9). Prizes are awarded for the top students in 

each English set—maybe a sweet treat, a book or for those who achieve their million 

words and above, a Waterstone’s voucher to buy a book of their choice. 

Easter Rewards for Accelerated Reader -  Year 7 
Top readers measured by ‘words read’ (book and sweet treat) 
Emily Hart, Eva Minney, Albie Beale-Cocks, Drew Scale, Monty Beswick, Louis Dowdeswell 
Fay Harding, Jack Thraves 
Over a million words read awards to (book voucher and sweet treat) 
Matilda Donovan, Gabriel Hay (over 2 million words read) 
 
Easter Rewards for Accelerated Reader – Year 8 
Top readers measured by ‘words read’ (book and sweet treat) 
Alex Cole, Rhys Lucas, Jamie Bright, Theo Broadway, Marshall Hunt, 
Alfie Lawrance 
Alenka Makas, Lucille Cowling-Smith 
Over a million words read awards to (book voucher and sweet treat) 
Amy Goode, Alysia-Mae Mendoza-Bockhart, Sophie Draper, Evie Bunt, Alice Hammond 
 
Easter Rewards for Accelerated Reader – Year 9 
Top readers measured by ‘words read’ (book and sweet treat) 
Georgina Barsby-Finch, Eliza Turner, Eleanor Taylor, Lilia Moore, Lucy Franks, Klaudiusz Kubicki 
Emily Milczarek, Joanna Lobban 
Over a million words read awards to (book voucher and sweet treat) 
Lola Rose, Niamh Richardson- Kerby, Isabel Shakespeare, Paige O’Kelly (over 3 million words 
read), Lena Modlinska, Harry Butcher 

 
“Congratulations to the 20 pupils who took part in World Book Day author/staff/
book hunt.  There were five correct entries with a book and staff member correctly 
identified for each author. Each of these pupils has received an Easter treat.  The 
two names drawn for the additional prize of book vouchers were: 
Lillie Curtis and Lily Jackson 
Other pupils with correct entries were: Emily Hart, Matilda Finney, Lily Fallon 
 
Well done to everyone who took part.  There was a lovely buzz of activity around school which 
both staff and pupils commented positively on.  
 
As part of the World Book Day celebrations there was an inter-tutor group challenge. Twenty-five 
book covers were shown, one for each year of WBD, and tutor groups had to identify the book 
and the author. Sixteen tutor groups took part with the winners being 11 Sudeley. Mrs Brooks 
was given responsibility of distributing the winnings! Fabulous effort from all 16 tutor groups.” 

Mrs Marsh’s Library Star Readers 



 

 

 

Mrs Marsh’s Library Star Readers (contd.) 

Mrs Marsh and a few of 

her prize winners receiv-

ing their awards during 

assembly. 

Well done guys!  

Keep up the good work! 

Blood Brothers Theatre Trip 

Blood Brothers Review 

On Wednesday 3rd March a group of 27 Year 10 and 11 Drama and English students went to Malvern 

Theatre to see a performance of Blood Brothers. We attended the live performance because we are 

studying the play in both Drama and English, so it gave us an opportunity to see a professional per-

formance, as well as ideas about how we could perform and interpret the play. We also considered 

how we could analyse the play and the production, and what we might do if we were performing it. It 

was a very enjoyable, fun experience overall, and everyone was able to take something away from it, 

for their Drama and/or English work. 

Iden Beswick 10LA 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all pupils who attended the trip. The pupils did Winchcombe School really proud, and 

their brilliant behaviour and engagement was noted by staff at the venue and members of the public. 

A really enjoyable afternoon had by all! 

Miss Rose 



Sports Reports 

 

Since the new sports centre opened, we have had enough space at school to run an 
organised badminton club (the one court in the gym with a low ceiling just wasn’t large 
enough!) It’s attended by students from across the year groups. Albie Beale-Cocks Y7 
started playing in September and this is what he says about it: 
 
“Badminton Club is on Thursday after school, 3.15-4.15, in the sports hall with  
Mrs Edwards and Miss Swallow.  
 
Badminton was first played at Badminton House in Gloucestershire with wooden rackets 
and feather shuttlecocks. Now we play with graphite rackets and plastic shuttlecocks. It is 
a very fun and energetic sport which you can play as a single or as doubles.   
 
At Badminton Club we often play a game called Champions where if you beat someone 
you go on the other side of the net and the next person in the queue plays against you. If 
you manage to beat everyone then you are crowned champion! We also play friendly 
matches against other students and the teachers. It doesn’t matter if you have never 
played badminton before as everyone there is great at teaching you the skills you need.  
 
Most importantly it is played for enjoyment. I have found that my hand-eye coordination 
has improved greatly since I started, which is helping me in other sports too. All you need 
to bring is your games kit and a willingness to give it a go. Hope to see you there!” 
 
Fun Fact: Badminton is the fastest racquet sport in the world, shuttlecocks go faster than 
200 miles per hour!   

   

Girls PE: Cricket and Netball 

Mrs Cook and Miss Seyers are delighted that the 
Girls’ U13 Cricket team won all three of their 
games to progress into the County round of the 
Lady Tavener’s Cricket Competition. 

 

 

 

The Year 7A team have been undefeated in all their fixtures since September. They also 
came 5th in the District Netball tournament, losing by only 3 to the eventual winners. 

A couple of the players, Lily and Elizabeth, write: 

“On 2nd March we (the Year 7A team) went to play a netball tournament at Cheltenham 

Ladies College. We won our first couple of matches against Leckhampton High School 

and Tewkesbury. Sadly, we were then beaten narrowly by CLC and Dean Close. We then 

played against Balcarras in the finals stages to finish in 5th place. 

On 29th March, we went to play our second netball tournament at Cotswold School. We 

got off to a brilliant start, winning our first game against Cotswold school. The rest of our 

matches were tought but we fought hard and ended up beating: Chipping Camden, Chip-

ping Norton, Kingham, Cleeve and Pittville. We had beaten every school we played and 

came home with the grand 1st place position! We had won the tournament while having 

lots of fun.  

We would like to thank the wonderful teachers 

that were involved in both events: Miss Swal-

low, Mrs Cook and of course, Miss Seyers. We 

had an amazing time!” 

Mr Young says: “We had a very enjoyable if cold Easter House Hockey tournament on 
Friday 1st April evening. The final results were: 

1st Sudeley 
2nd Langley 
3rd Cleeve 
4th Prescott 
Well done to Sudeley for reclaiming their hockey crown from 
Langley! 



Winchcombe School’s Green Team 

At Winchcombe School we are really proud of a fantastic group of Year 7s who have been meeting 

fortnightly. Called The Green Team, they have been super busy with lots of interesting and eco-

sensitive activities. They have made bug houses from recycled materials, created environmentally-

friendly Christmas decorations, carried out a litter pick around the school site, built seed bombs and 

much, much more. Their current focus are the swift boxes that have been built by the very talented 

Mr Hagger, and kindly put in place by Western Power, with the materials donated by the very gener-

ous Lynch family. Thank you to everyone that has been involved. Annie Brooks of The Winchcombe 

Swift Support Group came in for a really interesting talk to The Green Team and explained all about 

the problems that the swift faces and how we can help them. 

The Winchcombe Swift Support Group have supported us through the whole process from choosing 

the ideal location for the boxes, to feeding back on our prototype swift house (and suggesting im-

provements) through to organising their installation. Here is a bit more information by Annie Brooks 

about the swift and why we are trying to help improve their numbers…  

If your child is interested in getting involved in The Green Team or in other eco-activities, please ask 

them to get in touch with Mrs Hamblin.   

 

Have you seen this bird? 

You might have heard it as small groups of birds scream over our rooftops between late May and the 

middle of August.  It’s a swift and it flies 6,000 miles from the middle of Africa to Europe to breed in 

the cooler weather of Europe, then it flies back again, 6,000 more miles, with its family. 

But fewer and fewer swifts visit us.  For every ten swifts your grandparents might have seen you’ll be 

lucky to see four, and swifts have been declared “at risk” by bird protection organisations.  

Here are some things you might like to know about swifts: 

They do everything except nest while flying 

They even sleep flying, shutting down one half of their brain to rest it 

They mate flying 

They are one of the world’s fastest birds and can reach 70 miles per hour 

Once the baby birds leave the nest they only land again to lay eggs, so they spend at least 

nine months flying, longer if they don’t breed in their first year. 

 

But they have problems, many made by us:  
They nest high up in the spaces between rooves and walls in buildings 

Nearly all new houses and lots of older ones have been changed so there are no longer 

spaces they can use 

So, there is a housing shortage for swifts and, if they can’t nest they can’t breed 

This means fewer and fewer swifts visit Winchcombe 

So what can we do? 

We can persuade builders to fit swift bricks in new houses 

We can fit swift boxes high up on our houses and other buildings  

We can tell everyone about swifts’ problems so they join in with the help 

We can keep some of our gardens a bit less tidy so the flying insects that swifts eat have 

somewhere to live.  This will help other birds 

and animals too. 

We can start a group – we’ve already done this – to do what-

ever we can to help swifts, including making boxes for people 

who want them. 

 

If you want to know more 

please contact the Winch-

combe Swift Support Group 

at wssgroup7@gmail.com 

or go to the Winchcombe 

Swift Support Group Face-

book page.  

 

Above: Installation of the swift boxes 

mailto:wssgroup7@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/308790281046172
https://www.facebook.com/groups/308790281046172
https://www.facebook.com/groups/308790281046172


 

 

WiSPA Friends’ Fundraising Quiz 

Thank you to all chocolate donors and raffle ticket buyers—the 

Easter raffle, drawn by Mr Templeton during lunch on Wednesday 

6th April, added £248 to 

WiSPA’s funds. 

The three boxes of goodies 

were won by the Jessop,  

Davis and Price families. 

If you’d like to join the WiSPA Friends’ team, please email 

wispa@winchcombeschool.co.uk with your contact details and say how you can help. 

The more, the merrier! 

WiSPA also has an Easyfundraising page:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

winchcombeschoolpta/ 

Please remember to use this when you do your online shopping - it’s just an extra click 

and the school will receive a percentage of your spend - at no extra cost to you! 

WiSPA Easter Raffle 

Thanks to those of you who joined us at the Quiz Night in March and to parent 

James Markwick and staff member Sarah Edwards for putting together a fun quiz, 

which raised around £730 for school. Sorry that some of you missed it due to illness. 

James Relf Y11 and friends took 

part—here’s his assessment of the 

evening: 

“On Friday 25th March, Winch-

combe school hosted a Quiz night, 

which was an amazingly organized 

event filled with a range of ques-

tions, some of which were for an 

older participant like in the music and arts rounds, and others aimed to the youths 

like me such as the logos round. The event was well coordinated and had a very co-

herent structure with plenty of breaks to fill up on the refreshments available, which 

were plentiful and affordable.   

Features I enjoyed were; how welcome everybody was made to feel, the inclusivity – 

everyone had a part to play especially in a team like mine consisting of two of my 

friends and our parents which added to a team of eight all of us ranging in age and 

expertise, the intermissions where there was time for a raffle and ‘backwards bingo’ 

which was extremely fun, nail-bitingly gripping and exciting given the cash prize 

(unfortunately however that didn’t come home with me).  

Overall, the event was a resounding success, not only for my team (The Magnificent 

Seven and One lost Cause) given that we won overall but also for the school and the 

team of quizmasters including Mrs. Edwards and Mr. James Markwick being the two 

making and calling the questions. This event I would highly recommend and hope 

the school continues running them as I will certainly be coming back to Winchcombe 

school after my final year to participate!” 

A chance to win Wychwood Festival Tickets at a bargain 
price in a sealed bid auction!!! 

The lovely Wychwood Festival organisers have once again offered us a family weekend ticket 

(*2 adults and up to 4 children—potential value up to £490) to auction to the highest bidder. 

Please either send your bid in an envelope to S. Edwards c/o Finance —with your name, the 

amount you’d be happy to bid/pay and your email address—or email these details to:  

sedwards@winchcombeschool.co.uk by Thursday 28th April at midday. If yours is the highest 

bid, we’ll ask you to transfer that amount to the WiSPA bank account. Lower bidders don’t 

have to pay anything—only the winner! If you don’t win, you’ll have received an message via 

Bromcom giving you a special school discount code for tickets bought online before the end of 

April. https://wychwoodfestival.com/buy-tickets 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/winchcombeschoolpta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/winchcombeschoolpta/


Wychwood Festival 3rd—5th June 2022 



Wider Community News & Messages 

Photo from BBC website 

Mr Gohil says: 

Summer Uniform and Equipment 

Students will once again be allowed to wear the summer polo shirts after the Easter 
Break.  The rest of the uniform remains the same and blazers are still compulsory. 

Please use the Easter break to replace any uniform and replenish equipment.  High 
expectations will continue in the new term and we want all students to have a posi-
tive start. 

WiSPA will aim to organise a 2nd hand uniform sale soon—if you are able to help, 
please email wispa@winchcombeschool.co.uk.  

Winchcombe Host Hub 4 Ukraine 

Have you sat and wondered too, “what can I do?” and “where do I start?” You’re not 

alone. A small group of us have met to discuss the possibility of hosting Ukrainian refu-

gees in Winchcombe. We feel it’s really important that there are sufficient numbers in 

Winchcombe to avoid isolating families from everything familiar. We would love to hear 

from anybody who is seriously considering being a host family. This initiative will also 

require the support of many others in the community and so perhaps you could play 

another important role e.g. translators, counselling skills, TEFL, finance, food, clothing, 

friendship, job opportunities, transport, advocacy, Facebook admin, benefits advice. 

Please let us know what support there is out there so we have all the strength to make 

So long, farewell… etc to Mrs Cook and Mr Clarkson 

We are sadly saying ‘farewell’ to Mrs Cook, who has been a cheery, 

encouraging presence in the PE Department since 2005, leading 

many girls’ teams to victory in cricket, netball and rounders over 

the years. She’ll definitely be missed. 

Not many photos of Mrs Cook to be found in school archives but 

here’s one from Sports Day 2020, when she was judging the long 

jump. 

Wishing Winchcombe Students, Staff and Parents a Magical Future! 

It is with sadness, but also tremendous excitement for my new role, that I say 

‘goodbye’ to Winchcombe School after 7 years as Deputy Headteacher 

(Curriculum). 

I joined in September 2015, moving across from All Saints’ Academy, in Cheltenham. As 

students have recently learnt, from my final Assemblies, it was my 13th Deputy interview 

and the one which was successful – resilience and determination definitely overcame my 

nerves as I came into Winchcombe early March 2015 to meet Mr Hall, and others, for the 

first time. 

I have many happy memories over this time: such as joining a Staff ‘tribute’ to Abba as part 

of Winchcombe’s Got Talent (thank you Miss Beard!). Also the many Y7/Y8 Magic Clubs I 

offered and the students who have continued to practise this wonderful hobby. 

Over the years, as well as English and Maths (my main subjects), I have had classes of Busi-

ness Studies and, most recently, Media Studies: one year even teaching all 4 subjects to 

GCSE groups in Y10 and Y11. 

One of my main roles has been to write and produce the timetable each year – not a job 

you can ‘hide behind’ nor a job that gets positive comments very often. Balancing the small 

number of teaching staff, with part-time staff and continuing to offer a range of subjects is 

certainly a trick in itself. After writing 6 timetables I am happy to hand over to Mr Temple-

ton and Mr Gohil for 2022-2023. 

It has been a pleasure to meet with parents, both in school and online. The Governors (now 

Trustees) have changed personnel but remain committed to ensuring all students receive a 

high quality education; meeting with the Senior Leadership team regularly. 

To all the Teaching staff, Heads of Department, Heads of Phase, Pastoral Support Leads, 

Admin, Catering, Site Staff and Senior Leadership Team, I wish you much success in the com-

ing years. Winchcombe IS a great school to work in; with the chance to prove its ability to be 

Outstanding under the continued Headship of Mr Templeton and his staff. 

After nearly 28 years teaching, the last 14 being in Gloucestershire, I move onto Ofsted and 

become a HMI for the West Midlands region. I am looking forward to new challenges and 

skills over the coming years. As ever, should an invitation drop through the letter box / com-

puter, from Winchcombe School, I would be happy to return and renew friendships. 

Stay Positive – Look Ahead – Always learn from what life deals you! 

Stuart Clarkson (2015-2022) 



If you have news about your child’s success outside school and would like to 

share it with the school community, please let us know.  

Sarah Edwards (sedwards@winchcombeschool.co.uk) also collects  

career stories from former Winchcombe students for the  

‘Where Are They Now?’ board. If any of your family/friends were at school 

here, please ask them to get in touch with her.  

Mr Templeton and all staff wish you a relaxing  

Easter break and look forward to seeing you 

back on  

Monday 25th April (Week 2). 

Student Success outside School 

We were delighted to hear that one of our students, Jasmine, is a member of the Glouces-

tershire Cheerleading Academy team who are heading with Team England to compete in 

the ESPN World of Sports Cheerleading World Champi-

onships in Orlando, USA, later this month! 

Jasmine—we wish you and the rest of the team the very 

best of luck and hope that your last couple of days’ 

training in London will help you achieve success. 

We look forward to hearing more and seeing photos of 

the team in action after the event. 

 


